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mountains of Asturias, when its language grew obsolete, it was
translated into romance, and as the Fuero Juzgo it continued to
be the law of the reconquered Peninsula. The code of the
Visigoths was the first collection of laws published in Europe
after the fall of the Roman Empire ; and as such, if not for its
own intrinsic merits, it is worthy of the study at once of the
jurist and the historian. The reader who would most fully and
fruitfully study its provisions is referred to the works of Dahn
and Daroud Oghlou, described on p. 94. But a few notes upon
the character of the early Visigothic laws may be allowed in
this place.

The social conditions revealed by the Leges ridgot/Mrnm
are in the highest degree remarkable.

The Goths alone were classed as Nobilex, divided into
primates and seniores, or lords and gentlemen; the entire native
or Hispano-Roman community were Filiores, who were further
divided into Ingenui or free men, Liberi or freed men, and stlaves,
the depth of whose degradation was differentiated by the titles
of boni and vUes.

The condition of these last, as I have already pointed out
on p. 116, was supremely wretched. Even manumission was
not irrevocable ; death alone released the slave of the Visigoths
from the hard hands of his oppressors.

The slave of any degree who presumed to marry a free
woman was burnt alive, and his accomplice shared his doom.
For seduction or even for rape, no more dreadful punishment
could be found.

The great twofold division into Nobiles and Viltores^ easy
enough, however impolitic, for some time after the Gothic
invasion, became, of course, increasingly difficult to maintain.
Yet it was not until the time of Recceswindth, less than fifty
years before the route of the Guadalete, that marriage between
Roman and Goth was made lawful in Spain.

But long before that time, no doubt, the social divisions
had become, not by any means effaced, but very greatly
confused; and there would seem to have been low class as
well as high class Goths, and high class Hispano-Romans, all
valued, so to speak, according to different scales, for the purpose
of paying or receiving pecuniary compensation for crime. For
among free men of every degree, Goths or Vilwres, the punish-
ment for every crime was graduated, not by the importance of
the offence, but by the importance of the criminal. An injury
committed by an konestior upon an honestior was atoned for by a